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widely in this respect, still it is true that every
pure science has or may have its applied stage, and
although sociology can perhaps afford to wait a
long time yet before it attempts to justify its ex-
istence by showing what it exists for, still, sooner or
later, this attempt will be made. In view of the
fact that its claim to the qualities of a true science
has been widely disputed, there is the more reason
for it to justify that claim as early as possible, and
the true test of a science is the application of its
principles to some useful purpose.

The subdivision of systematic knowledge into a
plurality of sciences is based on the existence of as
many so-called forces, i.e., so many somewhat dis-
tinct modes of manifestation of the universal force.
Each science deals with a particular one of these
forces, or, at least, with a group or class of more or
less similar ones.    Sociology, as I understand it, dif-
fers in no essential respect from other sciences ex-
cept that it deals with the social forces.    The telic
progress of society, as reviewed in the last chapter,
does not to any marked extent involve the control of
the social forces.    In so far as it does relate to them
it is only from the standpoint of the individual who
seeks to subject everything to his purposes.    It was
seen that the progress thus attained resulted from
the intelligent direction by man of the various natu-
ral forces.    This does not exclude the social forces,
but the efforts described were chiefly expended upon
physical, biotic, and psychic forces, the last mainly